DONIPHAN CITY
DONIPHAN COUNTY
KANSAS

A GHOST TOWN WITHIN A GHOST TOWN

La Bonne Terre
August 10, 1996
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DONIPHAN SITE (14DP2)

On June 30, 1937, five pernament members of the Smithsonian
Archeology crew for the summer of 1937, arrived at Doniphan,
Kansas in Doniphan County to examine site (14DP2). The crew
included: Dr. Waldo R. Wedel, Director; Marvin (Gus) F. Kivett,
Assistant to Dr. Wedel and also the crew's cook; Kenneth (Ken)
Orr, Surveyor; Hugh V. Stabler and Richard (Gates) V. Slattery.

They set up tents on a crest of a high bluff overlooking the
Missouri River Valley. The campsite had previously been a
farmstead, but long since abandoned. They found the town of
Doniphan nearly a ghost town. It had a general store with a
post office in one corner. The only water available was a town
pump, located across the gravel street from the general store.
Each morning, while Gus was fixing breakfast, someone had to
drive down to the general store to get milk, pick up the mail,
and f£ill the 10-gallon water can. Groceries were "dirt cheap"
during the Depression years, so they ate fairly good. Eggs at
the general store sold for 12¢ a dozen, so the ate a lot of
scrambled eggs. Another item they ate a lot of werée pancakes
topped with Karo syrup. These were cheap and filling. Coffee
was a must. They always had plenty of coffee with every meal.
They ate on tin plates and drank their coffee from discarded
tin cans. These cans made very good coffee cups. Usually the
noon lunch consisted of a limitless number of delicious peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches. In the evening they ate a lot of
beans. Meat was scarce due to its relatively high price. On
one occasion when the crew were having guests, Slattery was sent
to the general store to purchase 14 pork chops which would provide
.2 apiece. Slattery was shocked and speechless when he had to
pay a total of 75¢ for all 14 pork chops.: Such terrible prices.

Their camp was close to their work. They began by shovel
testing the bluff behind the camp. They soon found a midden
area, laid out a trench line, and very soon were excavating cache
" pits of various sizes. After only an hour or two, they found
metal in the pits and realized that they had found a historic
contact site. In a nearby apple orchard, Dr. Wedel and Gus had
found evidence of an earthlodge. The entire crew pitched in to
remove the overburden and they soon found the fire place location.
They had no idea on how large the earthlodge might be and their
only means of moving the dirt other than throwing it as far away
as possible with their shovels. They had no wheelbarrows to move
the dirt in and they did not want to have to move the dirt twice,
which occasionally happen. This earthlodge turned out to be hugh,
measuring 36 feet across and 30 inches deep in most of the area.

Shortly after House #1 was completed, work on House #2 was

started. This was a smaller earthlodge than House #1. The cache
pits were excavated, leaving the walls intact, the same as they did
with the post holes. In this way, the excavations did not destroy

the integrity of the feature and after it was backfilled, it can
be re-examined at some future date by simply removing the f£ill dirt.

A total ef 14 cache pits were excavated at site (14DP2. A
summary of dimensions and contents of pits opened are listed on
the bottom of next page.The cache pits were located down-slope and
to the west of the other features, and were clustered around a
historic farmstead. The pits were discovered by a road-cut made by
the landowner. ‘




p o T FT i e £ L
S f /ﬁ"}-f;"z g u’«’f,i’ B s S
4 . i J . 7 e
[ ol !/

——

James D. Eighmey, a former employee of the Kansas State Historical
Society, wrote in his papers on the Doniphan site in 1986 the
following: 1In light of the examination of the cultural materials
excavated by Waldo Wedel it seems that the basic conclusions of
Wedel's report that the Doniphan site exhibits at least three, -~ -
probably. four -components: : :

1. Historic Euro-American: Agricultural
implements, farmsteads and
associated domestic material.

2. Histhic Kansa: Burials, Cache Pits,
Shell-tempered Ceramics,
Lithics, Trade Goods.

3. Nebraska Phase; Central Plains Tradition:
Pit Houses, Grit-tempered Ceramics,
Lower-Loup Trade Goods, Lithics.

4. Late Woodland, "Kansas City" Phase: -
Burned Daub, Ceramics.

The crew, after filling in all the excavations, broke camp on
July 24, 1937, and moved north to the townsite (they refered to it
as a village) of Sparks, Kansas, also in Doniphan County, where they
set up camp. From this camp they began their excavations at the
Fanning site (14DP1l) which was a large Oneota village that contained
numerous cache pits and middens. They excavated 46 cache pits at
this site. Pit #10 was a very hugh, with a diameter of 7 feet, 10
inches (2.39 meters). The depth was 5 feet, 6 inches (1.67 meters).
The crew finished up at site (14DP1l) on August 14, 1937 and went
to Manhattan in Riley County, Kansas for excavations in that area.

- Surimary of dimensions and conlents of .pils opened at the Doniphan
sile (14DP2) .

Diamecter
Pit Depth Remarks
No.
Top Bottom
nehes nehes | Inches )
1 d 40 : 42 24 | Ashy 0ll, with lumps of clay dsub; animal bone, copper scrap,
sherds, ete.

2 74 72 45 | Clay daub, iron, sherds, bones, cte. .

3 103 i 60 | Little admixture; some Eone, metal objects.

4 Q0XT70 famccacanna 55 | No data. '

4A 40 |accomaacan 43 | Sherds, catlinite, iron, clay daub, ete.
5 60 68 | 43 | Copper; iron; stone club head, cte. . .
[] 43 80 60 | Lead cross: copper, iron; glass beads; catlinite; pipes; workod and
. refuse animal bone; sherds; ete.
71 18X%0 | 128X30 36 | Sherds, fiints, iron, copper, etc.; shape unusual, possibly two over
Iapping or intersecting cache pits.

8 38 44 34 Cylgndrical neck 10 inches deop; sherds, iron, copper, catlinlite, ete.
9| 421 _ .52 63 | Cylindrical neck' 15 Inches deep; fints, shcrc{s, ete.
10 50 54 31 | Bono refuse, stone, metal, bono tube, catlinite, ate.
11 78 55 (9] Bone refuse, worked bone, sherds; no metal or glass.
12 54 57 58 | Bone refuse, charred corn, ete.
13 45 | 50 36 | Catlinito pipe, bone needle, copper, iran, chert points, ote.
u 5 48 48 | Bherds, Oint and antler artifacts, metal, ete.




SUMMARY :

The Doniphan site (14DP2) has a rather puzzling aspect
inasmuch there appears to have been occupants of several

cultures. Eighmey indicated three, possibly four and
this conclusion was formulated from the findings by Dr.
Wedel. -

It should be noted that a burial site was uncovered on
this site. It was up the slope from where the cache
pits were located. The burial sites had been documented

much earlier and Dr. Wedel reported that they were a
target for early anatomy students looking for skeletal
material. The burials were the favorite target of pot-
hunters for many years. This practice is no longer legal
and carries a very stiff penalty.

Is the Doniphan site (14DP2) the site of the large Kanza

Indian village that was visited by the Frenchman, Etienne

Bourgmont in 172472 I don't think so! Most of the
historical accounts indicate that the large village lay
to the south side of the Independence Creek streams
confluence with the Missouri River.

Loren Eiseley and Waldo Wedel with
Pronto in House #2 pits at the Doniphan site
(14DP2), 1937.
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-Contour map of portion of Doniphan site, 14DP2, showing location of historic caches and burials and prehistoric house sites excavated
by U.S. National Museum, 1937. Stippled bands indicate roads.




Photo by Jim Huss

Man with cane is Waldo R. Wedel. Standing next to
Mr. Wedel is former Kansas State Historical Society
Archeologist, Bill Lees, now with the Oklahoma H.S.
Other individual in picture unknown. Picture taken
at the archeology dig at Lindsborg, Kansas - June,
1993.
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" THE STATE CONSITTUTION; A CONCISE HISTORY OF KANSAS; ALSO OF
\DONIPHAN COUNTY, AND SKETCHES OF EACH VILLAGE IN THE

. COUNTY; CITIZENS AND BUSINESS DIBEF"TOR.E', REVENUE, 7

'AND POSTAL monmmorr LEGAL romas .

ETC, ETC. - S teet




: nghest Ca;éh Pﬁdé Paid fdr ali. kiﬁds \of- G‘rram | |

DONIPHAN. COUNTY, KANSAS., v,

A. BRENNER, DOH'I?H.L’T . o o G- BRENNER, Towa Pom'r

A &; G— BRENNER
Dompl_nan, & lowa.. _Pcint,. Kans&sy

DEALERS IN ALL XDDS OF]]Y . . . ~.

Gountry Broduce,

AND

Farming Implements. -




A. BRENNER, Dompm . o o G- BREVNER, Iowa Pomvr. -

A & G BRENNER

DEALERS IN ALL EDNDS OF]]} . . . .

Gountry Brovure,

AND

o o Farming Implements.
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DONIPHAN COUNTY, KANSAS., oo,

Doniphan, & Towa Peint,. Kansas;'
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NOTIONS ANH ELUTHIVG :
HATS AND GAPS, 'BOOTS AND SHOES,
GROOERIES AND PROVISIONS,

QUEEHSWARE & BARBWARE B

Doniphan, Kansas. |

PATRONAGE RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED. -

© ¢. E PEILLIES. I N. SMALLWOOD. - !

PHILLIPS & SMALLWOQOD,

DEALERS IN

Staple & Fanoy Dry- Goods

NOTIONS AND CLOTHING,
© HATS and CAPS, BOOTS and SHOES,
CROCERIES & PROVISIONS,

 Queensware & Iardware,
DONIPHAN, Kansas. - = .« |
PALHUNAGE SOLIOITED. ,

B i ST
ORK;PACKER a.nd DE.A_LER IN .ALL KINDS OP GEAIN
HEMP, and OTHER PRODUCE,

- MAIN STREET S
M_DONIPHAN . gaNsAs
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J. WELSI—I M. D

5%111]51;1;{11 Surgeon, mul @hstetrmim
b DONIPHAN R KANSAS. P

-
£

> rfart:.oular attention given to steases of Women and Ch11dren.

DR.‘ JARIA WOOD,
DONIPHAN, Kansas,

i;%j’iVILL TREAT SUC’OESSFULLY ALL CASES.

IN THE LINE OF HIS PROFESSIO‘T, BUT MAKES A. SPECIALTY OF

@%gtftrxcﬁ anh the Biseases of ﬁf@nmcn

OFFICE AT H. M. SALES’ DRUG STORE.

bURE WINES

AND LIQUORS
Foz ,
Medical . Purposes,
PERFUMERY,
FANCY AND
Toilet Articles,
Trruss es-,,

SHOULDER BRACES,

&c., &c.

Coal il

AND LAMPS.

H. M. SALES & CO.,

DONIPHAN, - - - - - - KAHSAS,

DEALERS IN

BRUES AND mammgs |
fAINTs, PILS,_PYB )STUFFS,_._'

Fancy Goods,
Patent Mediciﬁes;'

Books and Statiomery,

+ CABEFUL ATTENTIOX GIVEN TO FILLING

PHYSICIANS’ PAESCRIPTIONS,
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" MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN -

r&e., &c., &co.,

WORK OF ALL KINDS DONE TO ORD‘ER,

- The highest Cash Price pald -for Hides.

- B. C. HAI—IAN

MANUFACTURER OF, AND DEALER IN

aofg Bhoes, ﬁmﬁm:ﬁ&; Shggm

DONIPHAN KANSAS

Repamncr of all Kinds Done -to Order at Moderate Ratesr

PEIER LI“EEF’BERG’*‘R,-~ ~

L HA}TUFADTURER AB'D DEAI.EB‘IE

fm ?ﬁ%mﬁ(ﬁ @E gmmm,‘

BEDSTEADS CHAIRS SOFAS BUREAUS &c,»

' DONIPH_A.N KANBA‘
Eepairing Done fo- Ordcr

'HALTERS,

"'ONIPHAN - - - - - - - - EANSAS

Mrs. N, WERNER,

M'UFACTUBER AND

- Bul oroin %tuhw

TIN-WABE HOLLOW-WAB.E a.nd JAPAN—WABE

Post- Oﬂice Bmldm,, :

Al Kznds of Tm-fware Made to Order

'DONIPHAN, - - - - - KANSAS_"

1
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DONIPHA_N ;- - - KANSAS. -

i o s — - o BREEET. -

i A 55 Mﬁz, - - - -7 - Proprietor.

THIS HOUSE EAS mwmrn*z nzmr movuxn m T

Newly Furnlshed

.LBDWIILBEFO—UND.L

FIRST-GLASS HOTEL

' With desirable accommodations both. to uhe reai&eni’, and traveling public.

A good LIVERY a.nd FEED STABLE attached.

J'OSEPH SCHLETZBATM. " Apax SCENELL

Ap 7 4

BRI

SOHLETZBAUM & SCHNELL
Elﬁ@ksmﬁh Wagon Makgrs,

DON_IPHAN, = = = = KANSAS,

" Would announce to the public that they are mow prepared to do all work in their line

with promptuess and dispatch.

: We bave the largest and most commodious shop in the county, and have fa.cﬂ.mes

superior to all smaller shops for . )
Manufacturing and Painting Wagons, making Farming Implements,
| and repairing Farming Machinery, Plows, &o., &o.

AL WoOoRE WARRANTED.

- Special attention given to Horse and Mule Shoeing.

Thankful to the public for past favors, we would most respectfully solicit a continua.nce'
- of the same.

Stratton s General Agency, »
}; FOR THE
; URCHASE AND ' ALE OF EAL STATE,
L7 S Reaz _
’ COLLECTING WAR CLAEY[S EFFECTING mSURANCE, '
Conveyancm & Paying Taxes for Non-Residents,
f ‘Will take Depositions and Acknowledgments as
§?NOTABY PUBLIO
: E. W. STRATTON,

e )

Doniphan, Kansas.




| DONIPHAN
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Manufacturers and Dealers in

" COTTONWOOD & SYCAMORE LUMBER,
| Lath and Shingles. T

ABBOTT & BARTLETT Propnetors
_'{DONIPHAN, - - KANSAS

P

i Are prepared to do both Merchant and Custom wor]s., on short notlce, -
i and in the  BEST MANNER. '

_CAPACITY 100 BARRELS PER DAY.

Highve»st Cash Price paid for all kinds of Gmin.

3 ,I‘

FRANKLIN & FRIGK Proprletors, S

: .@@@ﬂph@@_; . KANSAS;” '?

13
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DONIPHAN GRADE and HIGH SCHOOL - DONIPHAN,

1875 - 1930

KANSAS




Photo by Jim Huss

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH - DONIPHAN, KANSAS

1947
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Photo by Jim Huss

DONIPHAN GENERAL STORE - DONIPHAN, KANSAS - 1947

17




Photo by Jim Huss

NICK SCHAAF FILLING STATION - DONIPHAN, KANSAS
1947

Man holding dog is Nick Schaaf. Man with hat

is Andy Braun. Picture taken July 19, 1947

18




5 St, John the Baptist Catholic Church

f,/v’
Dk edelf o | —
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v When Bishop Miege v151ted Doniphan in the summer of ISﬂEWAWJF

group of Catholics approached him to send a priest and they ppomlsed <;§~
to donate property for a church. But the Bishop had no priest to (“j‘a
send to Doniphan until Father Henry Lemke happened to come to Leaven=/ 4Z£4
worth early in 1856, The Bishop appointed Father Lemke to Doniphan. :

He furnished a chalice, vestments and a Jesuit Breviary, and promised

to give $500 to help build a church. On July 4, 1856, Father Henry

made preparations to take his mission.

Shortly after his arrival in Doniphan Father Lemke wrote to
Abbot Wimmer: "I arrived here in the beginning of July. They have
started a town which must develop into an important place if the pro-
gress made to date continues, perhaps another Cincinnati or St. Louis
«+«+. Our dear Bishop strives with praise-worthy foresight to get a
firm foothold wherever settlements are made. He had bought three
lots here. When I came here, he gave me a recommendation to one of
the members of the town company, in which he praised me as a man who
could draw many new settlers and contribute much to the growth of
the city. Thereupon he donated three additional lots to me. I Ppur-
chased six more lots at the original price of $50 as a special favor.
I own therefore, a full block of twelve lots with a frontage of 308
X 264 feet, in the most beautiful part of the town, at an elevation
of a hundred feet above the river. I immediately started building
on this ground so that I might have a roof over my head before winter
sets in."

Father Lemke celebrated Mass at the Donlphan House and later
in a wooden hut originally intended for a carpenter shop. The Doni-
phan parish extended north to the Nebraska line, west to the Rocky
Mountains and south, part way to Leavenworth. His parishoners were
in many settlements throughout the area. The distances were great,
roads were bad and many times he walked miles to care for the people,
A man, at the age of sixty, could easily become despondent with all
the hardships and work in pioneer surroundings. But Father Lemke had
dreams that more confreres would join him and eventually found a
monastery. He wrote his Abbot that it would be a shame to give up
the place since the community had many Catholics. He asked for more
priests to come and help with the mission. The Abbot sent Father
Augustine Wirth and Frater Casimir Seitz to Kansas, On Easter -

11
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ation chapel and residence was 72 feet long and 16 feet wide with a

I

Sunday, April 12, 1857, Father Lemke went to Leavenworth to meet the
two confreres. The Bishop appointed Father Augustine in charge of -
the Doniphan Church. Frater Casimir remained at Leavenworth until
his ordination on April 26, 1857. Father Casimir Seitz was the first
priest ordained in Kansas. He said his first Mass at Doniphan on the
following Sunday. '

-2-

By June the attendance at Doniphan had grown so that the little
chapel was already too small. The fathers had located other mission
stations at Bendena, Atchison and St. Parickfs and Father Augustine
made a circuit of the river towns as far north as Omaha. The staff
was so small that the people only received occasional visits from the
missionaries. When the missionaries were at home in their little
priory they lived a simple life with frugal furnishings. The combin-

porch running its full length. Half of this was used for a church

and the remainder was divided into rooms. "We have the nicest view
from the hill .... We can look down the Missouri River and see steam-
boats coming at a distance of eight miles," wrote Father Augustine.

Abbot Wimmer visited the priory November 4, 1857. He visited
the missions and stayed with the fathers four days. Father Lemke
left Doniphan on November 24, 1857. )

-~ S gy FOETY
ifﬁ[’{' ’[Tfr 55?%; [§~>0

Exploring the missionary field to the north and south of
Doniphan, Fathers Augustine and Casimir, on every occasion were
blessed with favorable results. There were about 150 Catholic fami-
lies in Doniphan County and about sixty families in Atchison County.
Father Edmund Langenfelder came in 1858 and gradually more help came
for care of the missions which numbered twenty-three stations by
1860,

By the end of 1858 Prior Augustine decided to move the priory
to Atchison. The cornerstone of the Atchison building was laid on
May 29, 1859. Brother Francis wrote: "Three of us walked down from
Doniphan that morning. There was a terrible rain the night before,
but the morning was beautiful and we picked an armful of wild flowers
on the road, which to deck the altar." On September 1, 1859, the
little community abandoned Doniphan.




_3;

The little chapel and house at Doniphan burned on the night
of October 28, 1863. A handsome brick church 26 X 50 feet was con-
structed on a new site in the west part of the town by Father Tim-
othy Luber in the year 1867. The whole block on which the church
stands, comprising about two acres, and one of the finest sites in
the city, was donated to St. John's by the Mayor, Honorable Adam
Brenner of the city of Doniphan. Adam Brenner built the first grain
elevator in Kansas and also started the Doniphan vineyards. His
brother, Jacob Brenner, started the central vineyards and Jacob's
son, George, had the Bellevue vineyards. The Brenners had over 100
acres in grapes. This family was the leading support and mainstay
of Doniphan and St. John's Church.

In 1891 the Reverend Herman Mengwasser, 0.S.B., undertook to
build a new addition, 24 X 36 feet, to the church which was to serve
as sanctuary and sacristy. In 1892 Father John Stader, 0.S.B., had
stained glass windows installed. In 1909, under the pastorate of
Father Alphonse Filian, the church was frescoed and adorned with large
paintings. In 1962 Father Placidus Kiefer redecorated the church
interior. In 1965 new pews, altar and lecturn were added and an
electric heating system was installed by the present pastor.

In 1912, with the aid of Thomas Flannigan who attended the
first church, the original site of the priory was located by a group
of St, Benedict's College students under the supervision of Father
Lambert Burton. Only a hedge of osage orange marked the location
where the early fathers started their missionary work. In 1952 Father
William Maat and a group of Brothers from St. Benedict's Abbey erected
a nice marker on the site of the excavated foundation.

After the Benedictines moved from Doniphan to Atchison in 1859
almost every priest in the monastery had an opportunity to supply at
Doniphan. Fathers Henry Lemke, Augustine Wirth, Edmund Langenfelder,
Casimir Seitz, Philip Vogg, Emmanuel Hartig and Thomas Bartel served -
at the original church building. Fathers Timothy Luber, Placidus
McKeever, Pirmire Koumly, Theodore Majerus, Peter Kasseus, Boniface
Verheyen, William Rettele, Herman Mengwasser, Colman Zwinger, Edwin
Kasseus, John Stader, Luke Blahnek, Benno Feser, Anthony Barr, George
Kern, James Petz, Martin Veth, Gregory Neumayer and Stephen Wise
Served until 1907 when Father Alphonse Filian was appointed pastor.
Father Alphopse served from 1907 - 1932. He was succeeded by Father
Cyprian Nordhus 1932 - 1937. Father Angelus Lingenfelser had charge
1937 - 1938. Father Cyprian returned 1938 - 1946, Father Colman '
Farrell served -1946 - 1948. Father Otho Sullivan 1948 - 50 and
Father Colman returned 1951 - 1952. Father Placidus Kieffer was
serving 1953 - 1963. Father Angelus Lingenfelser was appointed in
1963 and has the pastorate at the present time.

21
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Photo by Jim Huss

SITE OF FIRST CATHOLIC CHURCH IN DONIPHAN
1856 - 1863

The first Catholic church in Doniphan, Kansas, was erected
in the summer of 1856 under the leadership of Father Henry
Lemeke. The church and rectory was erected within the
boundaries of a full city block containing 12 lots that had
a frontage of 308 X 264 feet, in the most beautiful part of
the town, at an elevation of a hundred feet above the river.
The church and rectory was destroyed by fire on the night of

October 28, 1863

In 1912, with the aid of Thomas Flannigan who attended the
first church, the original site was located by a group of
St. Benedict's College students under the supervision of
Father Lambert Burton. Only a hedge of osage orange
marked the location where the early fathers started their
missionary work. In 1952 Father William Maat and a group
of Brothers from St. Benedict's Abbey erected the marker
shown in the above picture on the site of the excavated
foundation.
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MONTGOMERY'S
ILLUSTRATED DONIPHAN COUNTY

FIRST WINE MADE

It might interest your readers as a matter of local history, to record that the Brenners
were not the original wine makers of Doniphan. When Captain Etienne Vengard de
Bourgmont, commander of the French colony of Louisiana, visited the Kansa or Konza
Indian village where Doniphan now stands, in the summer of 1724, these Indians brought
him great quantities of grapes, of which his men made good wine.

On July 15, 1724, Bourgmont recorded in his journal at the Kansas village: "F ourteen

of our indians have dropped down in our camp with fever. Our hunter arrived at 4 o'clock
loaded with deer. M. de Bourgmont has prepared medicine for the sick indians. The
Canzes (Kansas) brought us a quantity of grapes, which we made info wine, of which we
drank all day, finding it very good. They came also to our camp, inviting us to feast with
them. :
These grapes were undoubtedly the common wild summer grapes that still grow in
abundance along the Missouri river bluffs. Lewis and Clark in July, 1804, while passing
the border of what is now Doniphan County, recorded that "one the shores were great
quantities of summer and fall grapes (vitis aestivalis and v. cordifolia), berries and wild
roses {rosa setigers)."”

If Lewis and Clark converted any of these grapes into wine, they do no mention it.
They seem to have been well supplied with whisky and probably saw no necessity for other
stimulants. On July 4, 1804, amid these natural arbors of native grapes, they discovered
Independence Creek and so named it in honor of the day, which they celebrated by an
evening gun and an additional gill of whisky to the men.

The wine made by Bourgmont and his men in what is now Doniphan County, nearly
two centuries ago, was in all probability, the first ever made. At the time of its
consumption, it was probably in the stage of fermentation that Germans call "Feder
Wesser" (feather white, sparkle), or the Swiss "Suser" (Sparkle). We can well imagine
how these adventuresome Frenchmen smacked their lips when, after a long abstinence,
thev got hold of such a refreshing beverage in this Doniphan wilderness. Little did these
explorers dream, however, that the locality where they made their camp and imbibed the
win of the wild grapes would some day be covered with cultivated vineyards and would
become famous as a wine-making seat. Just 141 years after Bourgmoni's visit, Adam
Brenner, prompted by flattering reports and inducements held out by the Kansas
- Horticultural Society, commenced planting on they very site of the old Kansa Indian
village. The Doniphan vineyards, and established a wine industry that became famous
throughout this section of the country.

GEORGE J. REMSBURG
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From
HOW TO GROW AND USE
THE GRAPE IN KANSAS

Published by
The Kansas State Horticultural Society
Topeka, Kansas
1901

Statistical Ups and Downs in Kansas

"INo reliable statistics of the acreage of vineyards in the counties were taken previous to

1881."

"In 1881, we find Doniphan county in the lead with 384 acres. It was also first in acreage
in '82, '84, '85, '89, '91, '92, and '93, with varving acreage, from 414 to 567. It was second
in '87, '96, and '98, with 480 and 537 acres, respectively. It was third in '83, '95''97''99,
and 1900, with 414, 457, 497, 450 and 351 acres, respectively; fourth in '86, and '94, with
335 acres and 308 acres, respectively. Thus Doniphan county was first in acreage for ten

vears, second for three years, third for tive years, fourth for two years, standing third in
1900, with 351 acres.”

"To-day--1900--the leading counties are: Wyandotte, 538 acre; Sedgwick, 404 acres; and
Doniphan, 351 acres.”
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From
History of Kansas
by
A. T. Andreas
1883

GEORGE BRENNER, proprietor of the Bellevue Vineyards, came to Kansas, June 7,
1860, and located in Doniphan, of which city he is the present Mayor. He is a member of
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church of Doniphan. Mr. Brenner was born in Deidesheim,
Rheinpfalz, Bavaria Germany, September 5, 1842, and lived in his native town until he
came to Kansas. Mr. Brenner was martied in October 1866 in Doniphan to Miss Eugenia
Frank. a native of Pittsburgh. PA. they have five children, whose names are: Estella,
Mary, Edna, Amelia, and Anna. When Mr. Brenaner first came to Doniphan he was a clerk
for his uncle, Adam Brenner, in the general merchandise business. He remained with his
uncle three vears and then went to Atchison, where he was a book-keeper for D. C.
Robbins for two years. He then returned to Doniphan and took an interest with his uncle
in the grain and agricultural implement business. In 1867 he removed to Iowa Point,
Kansas, where he opened a branch of the house of A. & G. Brenner. He remained at
Towa Point about one and a half vears. He then returned to Doniphan, bought out his
partner's interest in the business and ran it on his own account for about one year. In 1869
he planted his first vinevard which then embraced only five acres. Bellevue Vinevard now
occupies about forty-five acres, and the toial manufacture of wines accounts to 25,00
callons annually. In the busy season over fifty hands are employed at Bellevue Vineyards.
The name "Bellevue" was given by Mr. Brenner to his grounds, from the commanding
position and beautiful scenery of the surrounding country viewed from his place. The
grounds gradually slope from where his home is centered, which is lzid off with beautiful
grape arbors of different lengths. One of especial mention extends 150 feet and is thirteen
feet wide by ten high, fairly laden with the luscious fruit. Surrounding are his vaults,
packing and storehouses. This year he is making decided improvements, expecting to do a
larger business than of any preceding year. He is truly a self-made young man and has a
local standing as a social and business man to be envied by any. He uses every effort to
sustain the high character and standing of the rapidly growing reputation of the Brenner
wines. though the yards of Jacob, Adam, and George Brenner adjoin each other and the
manufacturing and selling of the produce are separate, yet in every degree all the wines
possess the same high qualities. That grape culture has proven in this section of the
couniry a success beyond a doubt by the Messrs. Brenner, and that to this industry
Doniphan must attribute its leading support and mainstay, is shown by the number of acres
in grapes now in cultivation around here. there are over 100 acres which this year will -
yield 1,000,000 pounds of grapes, producing 75,000 gallons of wine and requiring many

~ casks, ranging from 300 to 2,400 gallons capacity. There are twenty-four varieties of

grapes grown, but those yielding the best and getting the most attention are the Concord,
Virginia Seedling, Elvira, Martha, Delaware, Catawba, and Goethe. The Elvira, a white
variety, has been unusually successful making the finest of fine qualities. Mr. Brenner
makes a specialty of the Goethe and Virginia Seedling wines. The Doniphan wine trade
extends into Kansas, Towa, Missouri, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, Michigan, and Montana,
having large and regular customers in cach state. '




From

History of Kansas
by
A. T. Andreas
1883

JACOB BRENNER, proprietor Central Vineyards, came to Kansas June 7, 1860, and
located in Doniphan, where he has since resided. He was born in Deidesheim, Rheinpfalz,
Bavaria, Germany, January 12, 1816, and lived in his native place until he came to Kansas.
He was married in Deidesheim, Bavaria, July 6, 1841, to Miss Barbara Raufer. a native of
Forst, Rheinpfalz, Bavaria, They have five children, viz, George, Adam, Margaret, Mary
and Nicholas. Mr. Brenner started the Central Vineyards in 1864, with only 200 vines, as
a matter of experiment. His vineyards, which are called the Central because they ke
between the vinevards of his brother Adam and his son George, now contain over fifteen
acres, and the annual production of wine is about 7,000 gallons. Mr. Brenner attends
personallv to his vineyards, selling his productions as fast as he can get them ready for
market. He has one varietv of wine, the Taylor Bullitf, which is not manufactured at either
of the other vineyards, and of which he has the monopoly of sale. It is much superior in
quality, in the opinion of competent judges and connoisseurs, to anyv wine produced in
Doniphan. The dimensions of Mr. Brenner's wine cellar are 22 x 38 feet, and 16 feet high.
Its storage capacity is about 10,000 gallons. The other varieties of wines produced by him
are the Virginia Seedling, Dry Catawba, White and Red Concord. From twenty to twenty-
five hands are employed by him during the busy season. He does not care much as to the
quantity of wine he produces in a season, but he is very careful as to its quality. Mr.
Brenner makes a specialty of wines for sacramental purposes, for which he is receiving
large orders daily.
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DONIPHAN VINEYARDS WAREHOUSE - DONIPHA

1867 - 1889

N, KANSAS

3C




WINE CELLAR IN DONIPHAN VINEYARDS WAREHOUSE

1889
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TRICE ILIoT.

== SRIIITES.

' GALION. FEESAE TERSEE
Concord......oovviiiiiii % .50 $ 3.00 5 4.00
Claret....ooooreeiaien, L .50 5.00 4.00
Claret, IExtra.............. e 75 . 3.50° 4.50
Virginia Seedling................. 1.50 - 5.00 6.00

TN ELTTI = A I T ES.
Catawba...... P $1.00 $4.00 $5.00
‘White Concord................... 1.00 4.00 5.00
Elvira.. .7 1.00 4.00 5.00
Martha.. . 1.25 . 450 5.50
Taylor Bullitt..................... .25 450 5.50

SN E=ZET “WTN“S-

Sweet Catawba. .....oooooo .. $1.25 $4.50 - 35.50
Angelica........ooooi. SR 1.25 4.50 5.50
Sherry, Domestic................. 1.50 - 5.00 G.CO
Sherry, Imported................. 2.00 7.00 8.00
Port, X X oo 125 4.50 5.50
Port, XX X ... 1.50 5.00 G6.00 |
Port, Imported.........oc......... 2.00 7.00 8.00

== Special Pmes on L_arge Quantities. =

THE JACOR BRENNER WINE 0,

DOMIPHAN,  KANSAS.
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