




in residence, a general store that boasted as having 65 tons of 
merchandise delivered by boat during one season. We once sported a 
bowling al 1 ey, several sal cons, a couple drug stores, and several 
lawyers, one of whom, T.A. Osborn, became the governor of our state. 
The first railroad to operate in Kansas was in Elwood. The locomotive 
'Albany' was ferried across the river on April 23, 1860, and the next 
day .took many sightseers on a trip to Wathena. 

FLCX)D OF 1881 

WEST ST. JOSEPH 

An area now in south Elwood was formerly called west St. Joseph, 
according to a St. Joseph newspaper. The following was taken from the 
April 13, 1881 edition of the St. Joseph Gazette. "Yesterday 
afternoon a Gazette reporter mounted one of J. Kate Burgess; superb 
saddle horses and struck out for the water-bound city of West St. 
Joseph. 

"On arriving at the bridge he stopped 1 ong enough to gaze upon the mad 
rushing waves as they leaped like demons at play, then spurring the 
frightened horse, he crossed the bridge and looked upon the liquid 
guarded houses as they stood at irregular intervals about the 
submerged ground. 

"Here and there some low frame dwelling, from whose windows frightened 
children were peeping, frowned down upon the unwelcomed invader. 

"Enos Craig's house and stable were both circumscribed with the water, 
and the gentleman was compelled to go from one to another by means of 
a gondola or, in the vulgar tongue, a raft. It was really romantic 
to the looker on, but doubtless not so to those who saw it in its true 
light. 

"By keeping on the railroad track the reporter was enabled to reach 
Elwood. 

"Arriving at the post-office, the reporter ca 11 ed upon the port 1 y post 
master - A. Dyske and asked his opinion of the stage of the river. 

"'Wel 1," said he, ' I don't think we wi 11 be hurt. This river is not 
as deep now as it was in '54 or '55. Now I noticed the papers 
speaking of the great freshet of '44. The truth is, the river was not 
as high then as it was ten years afterwards. I remember o 1 d man 
Joseph Robidoux coming over here during the rise of '54 or '55 
and remarking that it beat '44 all hollow. "'. 
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