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Death of Mr Rankm

Joseph W. Rankin, who has been ill
most of the winter and in a serious con-
dition the past two months, died Satur-
day evening. During the past two weeks
he grew gradually weaker and it was
"known he could not recover. His entire
system had suffered a break-down. He
wag conscious until the last, in fact had
"been sitting up only a few moments be-
‘fore he died. His heart, which was his
weakest organ, suddenly ceased to beat
and his life was ended.

For forty-five years Mr. Rankin has
been a resident of Highland. IHis trade
was that of a carpenter and he was a
good one. He has built many of the
homes, churches and store buildings in
Highlandi and erected buildings for

JOSEPH W. RANKIN

farmers for miles around Highland. To
him jdleness was a thing to be dreaded
and he was never satisfied, when well,
gn],pqq at work., Even last summer he
did considerable work.

Born in Dayton, Ohio, May 1836, he
' became nearly 75 years old. In 1861 he
' was married to Sarah A, Wilkinson in
iéli;nom And so, had he lived two

onths longer, he and his wife could
bave enlabrated their fftisth wedding
anniversary. Nine children were born,
five of whom, and the mother, are living.

. /They are Will whose home is in - Wyo-

ming, Ernest who livesin St. Joseph,
Clarence, Bert and Bessie who live here.
All were present at the funeral. Will
Rankin has been here from Wyoming
puring the past two weeks. Five mem-
bers of his family are still living. None
of his brothers were able to be here.
They live in Ohio. A niece, Miss Alkire
of Kansas City, a nephew from Forest
City and Mr. Meyer of Oregon, Mo.,
were among relatives present.

Mr. Rankin was a member of the
Presbyterian church and was a good
man. No one but liked him. He was
kind, obliging and considerate. For
many years he was a member of the
public school board. He was interested
in education. His daughter Alice (Mrs.
Vinsonhaler) was for many years the
primary teacher and when she gave up
teaching the youngest daughter, Bessie,
became the primary teacher.

The funeral was held Monday after-
noon at 2:30 at the home. On account
of the gonnection of the family with the
public school, it was dismissed after the
last recess. The service was in charge
of Rev. A. B. Irwin. A male quartet

)g. There was a large gathering of

triends, present at tie' service.

Rankin

Sarah Anne Wilkinson was born in
Ozxford, Ohio, November 6, 184)  She
was the youngest of a family of nine
children who moved to Illinois, and cn
May 12, 1860, she was married to J, W.
Rankin. Three years later this couple
moved to Highland where the Rankin
home hag been ever since. To them
nine children were born: William M. of
Cody, Wyoming; Isrnest G. of Forbes,
Missouri; Clarence M., Chas, [Herbers
and Bessie Lyst of Highland. Four of
their children have preceeded tieir
parcnts hence,

While yet a young girl in  Ohio she
joined the Presbyterian church and wag
a deeply interestcd communicant ail,
her life, - Throughout her suffering the !
past eighteen months, six montus ofl
which she could not lcuvz her bed. she |
kept true faith in her Savior and en-
dured her suffering with great courape

~ and patience. She dicd Tuesday cve-
ning, March 3.

Her husband, whose date of death
was within one day of exaetly three
years ago, was a prowminent building
contractor here and was the overscer of
the erection or the Highland Presby-
terian church twenty-five years ago.

Mrs. Rankin’s long life in ngnlu\d
has won her many fricnds, heing a
highly respected and much bcloved ,
character.

During the past six months of her,
gickness ghe has been bedfast and has;
had the undivided care of her dauwhter;
Bessie who gave up her school this
fall to be at home. j

The funeral was held at the home
this afternoon, a large body of friends
paying their last tribute.
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CovaENaNT WaAH D,

| take God the Father to be my Father; I take
God the Son to be my Savior; I take God the Holy
Spirit to be my Comforter, Teacher, Guide and Sanc-
[ take the Word of God to be the rule of my
actions; I take the people of God to be my people in
all conditions; and this I do deliberately, freely, and -

forever. %
Signature,
(p/a(// a/% MVVU
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