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OUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Ma-Hush-Ka Museum Open House

Thursday, September 26 6:00 pm
103 South Fifth Street, White Cloud

The 1872 two-story, Italianate building was designed by Kansas architect Erasmus T. Carr.
Today it houses the Ma-Hush-Kah Museum. Mah-Hush-Kah is a phonetic spelling of the
name of Mahaska II, ‘White Cloud’ (ca. 1810-1851), the chief of the Iowa Tribe for many
years.

The museum houses a wonderful selection of artifacts pertinent to White Cloud. The
building itself is a
beautiful example of
Italianate
architecture.

Join us for an open
house and take your
time looking through
everything the
museum has to offer.
Refreshments will be
provided.
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MEETING MINUTES

August 22, 2024
President Todd opened the meeting with the following
news article from 25 years ago in The Kansas Chief. “The
annual open house on August 26, will provide an
opportunity for people to view the progress on restoration
of the Tennent-Baker House in Troy. Pete Duncan said
the county historical society has made arrangements with
a group of actors from the Lecompton area to stage a 45-
minute play, Prelude to Civil War. Jim Leiker will portray
Abraham Lincoln.” There was also mention of the Sparks
Picnic in the 100 years ago section of the paper. Some in
attendance tonight had memories of attending the Sparks
Picnics over the year.

We thank the Holts for the refreshments. A set of
constructed railroad tracks held different train cars with a
variety of snacks. There was also a water tower jug with
water and another tower with diesel fuel (ice tea). Fun and
tasty!

Todd welcomed the 62 people in attendance for the
program on The Orphan Trains. Our presenter was Dixie
Westervelt. She has 40 years of experience as a teacher in
the area at various schools. As of July 2024, she has been
in the area for 50 years.

Dixie had many articles, books, pamphlets, etc. on
display. The National Orphan Train Complex, museum
and research center is in Concordia, KS. Their website is
orphantraindepot.com Dixie’s interest in the Orphans
Train started in 1993 when she attended the Orphan Train
reunion in Salina at the invitation of family members. At
that time, she learned her grandmother came from New
York City as an orphan on the train at the age of 12 years
old. She was placed with the Posey family.

In 1993, there were 13 original orphan train riders alive.
Today there are no known riders alive. 250,000 orphans
came to the Midwest on three trains ran a week from New
York City to the Midwest from 1854-1929. Charles
Loring Brace and his organization, the Children’s Aid
Society, started this movement of children. It is said the
train stopped in St. Joseph, MO and the riders walked
across the bridge into Kansas for this area. There were
stops along the train ride where individuals or groups
provided sandwiches, milk and fruit for the riders. Each
traveled with a small suitcase that had one change of
clothing and perhaps a Bible. If a child was not selected at
one stop, they would ride the train to the next stops. Some
ran away and returned to New York City.

Not all the riders were necessarily orphans but perhaps
had only one living parent and that person was not able to
care for the child. Fliers were distributed prior to their
arrival in the towns to inform people the children coming

to their area, ranging from 3 months old to 16 years old. A
sponsor would accompany each train on the three-day
journey. Anna Laura Hill was one of the most well-
respected sponsors and was a very caring person who
made sure siblings were placed in a home together. In
fact, she stayed in contact with Dixie’s grandmother and
even took her shopping for her wedding clothing.

There are no registered orphan train riders in Doniphan
County but there is an article where George Stiwalt (sp)
and five-year-old girl were taken in by the Mary Hutchins
family in Doniphan.

PBS has done a very good tribute to the Orphan Home
Riders in the past and hopefully it will run again from
time to time.

Many of the riders went on to hold prestigious positions
such as governors of two states.

There was a great deal of discussion and questions during
the presentation. We all enjoyed the evening as evidenced
by the large number of people in attendance.

There was no business meeting held.
Vicki Jones, Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT
SEPTEMBER 13, 2024
AUG 22 BALANCE $36,318.19
INCOME:

Dues 10.00

Donation 15.00

July interest 6.12
Income total: $31.12
EXPENDITURES:

St. John’s Lutheran Church use of bldg 50.00
Expenditures total: $50.00
SEP 14 BALANCE $36,299.31
CD #7175 $7,039.44

CD #6519 (for Save Our Liberty Project)  $7,8.37.49



WHITE CLOUD IN 1974

The following photos are from a website called
WikiMedia Commons. The photographer is listed as
Patricia D. Duncan, who took these shots in September
and October 1974. The captions came from the website.
Unfortunately, no names were listed.

Old band uniforms went on sale during an
auction at the schoolhouse in White Cloud,
Kansas, near Troy, in the northeast corner of
the state. The auction was sponsored by the
Ma Hush Ka (White Cloud) Historical Society
to raise money for a museum of local artifacts
housed in the school building. The town was
named after the last great lowa Indian chief,
and the lowa-Sac-Fox Indian Reservation is
located nearby. The schoolhouse is listed on
the national register of historic places

Woman seated at old school desks on the
lawn take a break during an auction by
eating pie served by ladies of White Cloud
Kansas, near Troy.Tthe auction was held by
the Ma Hush Ka (White Cloud) Historical
Society to raise funds for the local museum
housed in the school building.

Flea market dealers await customers at
White Cloud Kansas near Troy, in the
northeast corner of the state. It is
sponsored by the Ma Hush Ka (White
Cloud) Historical Society to raise money
for the local museum housed in the 100-
year-old schoolhouse. Area indians
participate in the flea market in which
native crafts as well as antiques are
featured. The town is named after the
last great iowa indian chief whose tribe
was given area land by treaty. Many
buildings in the town are in the condition
as seen in the background




2024 MEETINGS

All meetings at 6:00 unless otherwise noted. November 21 — The History of the Denton Bank, program provided
Presenters/topics/locations subject to change. by Paul Roberts at the Denton Community Center. We need a
September 26 — Ma-Hush-Kah Museum open house. 103 South volunteer for refreshments.

Fifth Street White Cloud. Sharon and Henry Peuker will
provide refreshments.

October 24 — Presentation at the Doniphan County Historical
Museum on Native American artifacts and their culture, with
Corky as our presenter. Individuals from the Atchison County
Historical Society group will provide the refreshments.

Please continue to support your Doniphan County Historical Society. Your membership is greatly
appreciated. Please consider receiving this newsletter by email to keep our mailing costs low.

DONIPHAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Detach and mail with payment to: Anna Midyette, PO Box 197, Bendena, KS 66008

All Memberships are $10.00. This is a: J Renewal Membership (7 New Membership

Name
Address Phone
City State Zip

[ Please send newsletter by email. Email address:

Doniphan County Historical Society
PO Box 197
Bendena, KS 66008

«firstname» «LastName»
«Address1»
«Address2y»

«City» «State» «zip»




